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Government of India

SARDAR PATEL
THE ARCHITECT OF UNIFICATION

India was invaded and ruled by the foreigners who tried to divide India in the

name ol religion, region, language, caste, creed and culture. India’s struggle to

retain its united identity has been phenomenal. Our freedom fighters realised .

the importance of unity during their fight against the colonial imperialism and

worked hard to enlighten the masses about the strength of Unity. Being born.

on this ancient land, we all should remember and cherish the ancient roots of
our culture, which says “FEkoham Bahusvam” which means

“I am one expressed through many.”

On the occasion of National Unity Day, it's our solemn duty to remember
the important contributions of Sardar Vallabhabhai Patel-the Architect of
Unification, who played a leading role in India’s fre.edom struggle, guiding its
integration into a united, independent nafion.Mziny thought,a diverse country
like India can never. remain united. It will fall apart. But, Sardar Vallabhabhai
Patel showed the way how Iﬁdia wouldremain strong and united. We, as cilizens

of India should learn how to grow from strength to strength and stay united.

As we all know, the Hon’ble Pfinﬁe Minister of India, Shri. Narendra Modi in
his speech on 15 August 2022 at Red Fort had mentioned about the strength
of Unity and Integrity as one ol the ‘Panch Pran”. In the first year of Amrit
Kaal, 31* October is being celebrated as National Unity Day to remember the

pran of unily and integrily and vow for i.
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Introduction

Before independence India was divided into two types of territories: the British India
provinces— governed directly by British, and the princely states- who recognized British
suzerainty in return for local autonomy. The State were free to accede with whichever
dominion they wished keeping the principle of geographical contiguity in consideration
or to remain independent. The problem seemed a gigantic one but, as Lord Mountbatten
said in his address to the Indian Constituent Assembly on August 15, 1947, “it was
tackled successfully by the "far-sighted statesman,” Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.

A separate States Ministry was formed on 5 July 1947 with an objective of political
integration of 565 princely states, comprising 2/5th of the territory, and Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel assumed charge as the States Minister and later as Home Minister of
independent India.

Between 1947 and 1950, three princely states- Hyderabad, Kashmir and Junagadh
signed Instrument of Accession and their territories were politically integrated into the
Indian union. The others which had merged into the existing provinces were organized

into new provinces, such as Rajputana, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Bharat and Vindhya
Pradesh.

'"‘jd\ 2 Sardar Patel- The Architect of Unification //ﬁ"
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‘Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel:
31 October 1875- 15 December 1950
' A brief biography
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Born on 31 October 1875 at Karamsad in Kaira district of Gujarat, Vallabhbhai Patel
received school education at Karamsad, Petlad and Nadiad. He passed the District Pleader
Examination in1900, started practice at Godhra and became a successful criminal lawyer,
later shifted at Borsard in 1902. On return from London in 1913 with a degree of barrister,

he shifted to Ahmedabad and established himself as foremost criminal lawyer.

@ - ' -3 Sardar Patel- The Architect of Unification /gp?
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A brief biography

* His political journey started in 1915 by becoming the member of Gujarat
Sabha that was later converted into Gujarat Provincial Committee in 1919.

- Being President of the Gujarat Provincial Conference, Mahatma Gandhi
appointed Vallabhbhai Patel as the Secretary of its Executive Committee in
1917. Since then Vallabhbhai Patel remained with Gandhiji in all his agitations
and social works. He successfully led the agitations of Ahmedabad Mill
workers and the peasants of Kheda in 1918. In 1924, he was elected as
President of the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation. As leader of Bardoli
Satyagraha in 1928, Patel's determination brought the brutal and tyrannical
British authorities to their knees. He was given the title of ‘Sardar’ by the local
peasants of Bardoli. He spent over 9 years in jail in different terms during the
struggle for freedom.

The years 1947 to 1950 when India marched towards freedom and democracy
after partition and mass upheavals, Sardar’s brilliance as Deputy Prime
Minister and Home Minister overcame these troubles. As he said on the eve of
the first independence anniversary, ‘In free India there is no room for divided
loyalties’, his determination brought 565 princely states under one India and
reorganised them into an new administrative set up.

4 Sardar Patel- The Architect of Unification
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Village school at Karamsad where Sardar Patel
took his ﬁrst lessons |

Vallabhbha1 Patel as a

school boy
- Leaving for London to study
Barrister of Law, 1910
| Patel as District
Pleader

Parental house of Sardar Patel
at Karamsad
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Patel as
President of
Ahmedabad
Municipality
leading

Gandhiji at a
CIVIC

Two Barrister brothers:

- Vithalbhai Patel and
Vallabhbhai Patel on
return from London, 1913

reception, 1925

Sardar Patel’s mother Ladba with her
five sons: Vithalbhai, Somabhai,

Kashibhai (Standing), Narsingh and
Vallabhbhai, 1927

k|

~ Patel with members of his
| | family, 31 October 1948

|
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During Borsad Satyagraha, 1923

During Kheda
Agitation,1918

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel in Kheda Satyagraha with his colleagues Hariprasad, Jivan Lal Diwan, Indulal Yagnik, Ganesh
Malvankar, Mohanlal Pandya and others, 1918
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Patel during Jubilant Procession
at Ahmedabad for celebrating
the victory of Bardoli
Satyagraha, 1928

The Sardar d clareﬁ': Eyﬁere is

no rece romt ore
res _'.utzog Cgmplete
Independerice.”

Sardar Patel as President of
Karachi Congress Session, 1931
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Sardar being
arrested on 9
August 1942
during the Quit
India Movement

Sardar Patel walking out of
the prison with Azad,
Nehru, Shankar Rao Deo,
Kriplani, Rajendra
Prasad,16 June 1945

b Sapede &

NG ROOM FOR DIVIDED
~ LOYALTY IN INDIA

| discussion with Gandhiji during

el Simla Conference, 1945

4

Sardar Patel’s speech on first
anniversary of independence.
The Statesman, 15.08.1948
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Government of India

Accession, Integration and Reorganization
of States

. ".2716 masterly handling of the rulers (Princes) by Sardar was the foremost factor |
| in the success

of the accession policy. The rulers soon came to recognize him as q |
stable force in Indian politics and as one who would give them a fair deal .I
Added to this, his unfailing politeness, the rulers viewed against his reputatz:on
as the ‘Iron Man of India’, endeared him to them and created such confidence

that all accepted his advice without demuyr’

V.P. Menon

With Rajendra Prasad, Jagjivan Ram, Sardar Patel
receiving the auspicious coconut prior to proceeding
to Viceregal Lodge for the swearing in ceremony of
Interim Government, 2 September 1946.

Sardar busy at work in Home Ministry,
1947.

July 25, 1947; When Mountbatten addressed The
Chamber of Princes to choose either of the 2
dominions; India or Pakistan, there was no third
option.

S &
Sardar Patel- The Architect of Unification |/~ —<
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Government of India

Sardar Patel addressing a conference of
representatives of states and provinces called to
discuss the refugee problem, from left to right :
', Mabharajas of Alwar, Bharatpur & Patiala, Sardar
Patel, V.P. Mendn,'-Pre'mier G.B. Pant of U.P, -
- Premier Bhargava & Minister Swaran Singh of
P8 East Punjab. |
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Saurashtra/ Kathiawar

(7]
WOULD YOU DO THIS SERVICE TO THE NEW UNION?

New Delha,
Mth February 1948

S e Ty Unification of Saurashtra: the dream of the

As you are probably aware, the Kathiawad States have

formed & Union which 8 now known as the United States of ' / ; ; Mahatama &

Kathiawad. All the princes have voluntarily agreed and the
wew State is o take s birth on the 15th next when a populas

Vs il begin 1 function, The Minbiry in the beginning ' Sardar fulfilled; Standing ovation to Sardar at

of its career of heavy responsibility wants some good men, Thein | | . '
leadder! has ked r 1O renade you to sparc Shri Manhar . . h . . . 1 2 bl ;
e i AR i i opgaalantian: e Saurashtra Union Legislative Assembly, 1948; In

I hope you will not hesitate to help the lcader of Katlsiawad

in starting their great catesprise which will contribute greatly - _ picture Pushpabehn Mehta, Speaker in front and

in building up the solidarity of India,
i . :
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Yours sincerely,
Vallablibtia Parel

Sir Shr: Ram,
22 Curzon Road,

New Delli

:Shiri Manubbai Shali; he was spared and appaniod as Minster

23

Letter from Sardar Patel to Lala Shri Ram 9 Feb
1948. Vet
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Sardar Patel administering the oath of office to the Jamsaheb of
Nawanagar as the Rajpraukh of the new Saurashtra State in

The Rajpramukh of Saurashtra, The Jam Saheb of NaWanagar, .
Administers the oath of office to Premier U.N. Dhebar. The Sardar is

seated on the left.
RrT——
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Council of rulers and
ministers of United State
of Kathiawar, 15.02.48.

State Drive with Jam-Saheb

Sardér with Saurashtra Cabinet and Rulers of
Saurashtra States.

+ | Little pools of water tend to become stagnant and useless,
 but that if they are joined together to form a big lake, the
atmosphere is cooled and there is universal benefit.

-Patel, addressing a public meeting at Bhavnagar on
15 January 1948.

mh

Surging jubilant crowds in Rajkot-Welcome to magician
SARDAR who wielded a bewildering conglomeration of
Saurashtra States into a homogeneous State of Saurashtra

(1948).
SAURASHTRA s
1947-56 p%t
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Indian Troops To Land On| | O e R Q&L

' Kathiﬁ-awat_' COIf:Ilst - | MANAVADAR ITANA _

COMBINED OPERATIONS oF 1he Free Press Journal 6 October 1947. i ' H.-I. KATHIAWAR © BHAVNAGAR

LAND, AIR & NAVAL FORCES | JUNAGADH

-—

Junagadh Crisis Deepens | e /\% JAFRABAD

(JANJIRA)
MOUNTBATTEN'S PEACE e —— DIU

o | . MISSION United Saurashtra (Kathiawar) - 100 km

- e S NEW DELHI, O«i. 4

LIMBDI

m e i

LT g L 2 .
BOMBAY, MONDAY, OCTOBER 6, 1M7 FRICE TWO ANNAS Vet BOMRAT.

l!‘«i fespunse to u request from certain of the Kathlawsr Sia.
i

8 ol Il ey o s bk ol o Porbonde - State, 1948-56.

shipn of the Roynl Indien Wavy, says & communique  jamed
from ithe Prime Minkhter's Secretarial

In making thin movement of treops, apportunity has bren
taken in carry oul combined operalion training 1o practice o
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Government of India

Deccan

UNION OF DECCAN STATES o
: Phaltan
Jfy dear Sardar Sahib, 4 September 1944

ex _ clearly bear the im f
jomt consultation of you both. I am fully sarisfied ar m:int

displayed in the letter. I shall now take up the marter with
m-ndu;;ndlfeditwﬂlbeupmusallmnﬂupwz

Letter to Patel from Deccan ‘States-

Prior to historic merger of Baroda
into Bombay. Patel being -
received by Dr. Jivraj Mehta and
Maharaja Pratap Singh

Sardar Patel and Maniben (right)
with the Maharaja of Baroda
(centre) and his Chief Minister, Dr.
Jivraj Mehta, (left) at Baroda
aerodrome before departure for
NewD elhi.

Baroda

L'i r = r

o poim -

%
By dasr Babarste Ta01),
= Ve #)Uewgd B Tlate Geverarest Dol
e 211 wr for Do eelebestion of dugerl M,
e Ladependinmre Lay, 15 befitting seemer, 38 wa
*1] eelotretinne, Cossbierisg et Yewr Lisisass wa
hmmuﬂuhhﬂh'ﬂhaﬂ_
Nar alweps tabem b dess Thurert Be e tiovagte of
ww}uum-ﬁ‘i%h
B N e :
Lhee an The padsa. | A -
. ‘unhmﬂﬂﬁﬁ_-
ATy 4 Sagettant se e pert oF B 5 Camerne
st s itaere 10 e aboow) affairs o eeaditie
Clater, e wreidnare of widh S, b W11 alesge ree
rafn, e gelfey of e Secsrenepd of Toala,

T e
TR,

V.P. Menon's letter to Major
General Maharaja Pratap

Singh Gaekwad

o
el P07,

I

ﬁl"_-!k'ﬁ koo

WHEKLAS Mis Ws Joaty®s reprosent. tive i the sssrcise
of the Nactions of Lhe Croen ia il relotions vith [ndlen
Flatlan bas smereisnd serteld povers and Jarisfiction ia
Peletion 10 Lae eetate of  Walek AXlalatibalt K., waer
\oe Dassda Taase. - \?*

AID WO path slischastl Bas rovpn of
Lhe passing of Lie [miisn i

AD VEOLAS T Seivk A i B

Ll € e i s . e
-rm-n-um‘:{‘ Aen ta e onid Sule
Fa
all e pora M-ﬁﬂm-u-ﬁh
Hﬁ‘ﬂ@nﬁhmm--wmm
Sou evercisd ol e funeiioea of Loe Crows 1 ile Felitises
08 sy 1 of e puid 4 varey
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e
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Coa b satsar sad INTOREM Sah Agwisy O Ageteies va Lnt B
Samiricn ey frve tim e i detaraind.

|
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New »

My dear Dewan Sahily h“:f
1} foesTived

WIRg 1 'rpm:lmm“*m“ “wdy f
I am sor to bear that

AN wWyWry
1'-{?#.11:11{““\-_“{"““&““* re
Praja Mandal "Mlm“‘. ro
WETe gOing on w ¥ M - :
Chhotubhai Sutaria, w b
I‘L‘Jsk‘h O t?\( Pl'].]. fa
that you have beoe S MAtter te
ok 11120 the matter 088y 0 be as helok

Baroda has [t _ "I'-_.':-_'J-"""J" Ie
tradinons and materiale enough 20 give 8 lead to alf &
i Indaa at thas cr ical perind . - _'. e
and intermungled sl ' | the g
of the people i
SUO-OPCTatnom, (N
responsible gow

o
e

Patel's letter to Dewan
of Baroda, Sir
B.L.Mitter.

—
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y Sardar with Maharaja of Baroda, Sri Pratap
Singh Rao Gaekwad and Dr. Jivraj Mehta

Rajasthan

...Many are amazed that Vallabhbhai Patel was able to sweep
them away in so short a time. The Puranas say that Parasuram
fought twenty -one battles before he could exterminate the
Kshatriya princes, but the new Parasurama needed no battle to

make a clean sweep of kings in India...
-KM Panikkar

“What we have achieved today is merely the
fulfilment of the aspirations of Maharana Pratap™
—Sardar Patel . |
Sardar swearing-in Maharaja of Jaipur as Raj
Pramukh of The United State of Rajasthan

[30-3-1949]

Sardar leaving the Durbar Hall after
inaugurating the Rajasthan Union. On

the right is the Maharaja of Jaipur, on
the left the Maharaja of Kotah

© Sir V.T. Krishanamachari, Former Chief Minister,

Jaipur, Maniben Patel and V. Shankar at a gathering on
the occasion of the inaugural ceremony of the Great

- Rajasthan Union March, 1949

"
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Government of India

‘Udaipur

Jaipur
10 April 1948

r Vi bhbhn Patel

‘H

%
1‘-_‘ UDAIPUR 1S JOINING RAJASTHAN UNION. Ty
NG RAJASTHAN STILL MORE INEVITABLE, BESIDES
HI _,M‘ GOKULBHAI MORE THAN ANYTHING gELSE.
: Al WE CAN HARDLY EXPECT TO RUN RAJASTHAN.
ORE monaw URGE THAT SIROHI SHOULD BE ALLOWED
AN R urr, 1A JA‘I‘ LEAST FOR PRESENT IF NoO PERMANENT
B Jusr NOW. BUT FOR MY PREOCCUPATIONS HERE
tn,;_ N YGOH!WMnmmm&TIO\
DO : *‘__L WILL FULFIL OUR HOPES IN THIS MATTER.
pn YOUR HEALTH.
h )
g N ‘.-u'
| _'_r' EEI_EH'I' Cnnaes

_ R

mAD TO *;‘_'_"_ '
L A it

|'~|_'-C|

LARON

5

L i
'__.-_"1"_

_, '-." HIRALAL SHASTRI

Jaipur

Jodhpur

Matsya Union

Sardar Patel with

Maharaja of Udaipur,
Bhupal Singh, 6
January 1949

Jinnah signed a blank sheet of paper and
gave it to Maharaja Hanwant Singh of
Jodhpur along with his fountain pen,
saying you can fill in your conditions.

-V.P. Menon

Inauguration of the Matsya Union being held in
Bharatpur, 17.03.1948. The new Union consists of
States of Dholpur , Bharatpur, Alwar and Karauli.

I5
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Government of India -

Malwa Union

Sardar Patel inaugurating the legislative ASsembljf of the Malwa
Union, Gwalior, 4 December 1948.

1

e

‘B o _ I *1 LS DN | = ' = |
- Sy L tF g 4

- & 1,

Sardar Patel addressing the First Session of the ‘
Malwa Union Assembly in December 1948

The Malwa Union was formed in December 1948. The Deputy
Prime Minister inaugurated the session of the legislative assembly
of the Malwa Union. Walking with him, as he emerged from the
ceremony, are the Maharajas of Gwalior and Indore and members
of the legislature. |

Nagpur

Sardar Patel, who visited Nagpur in December 1947, seen with Premier
Shukla and V.P. Menon, among others, at a reception.

Indore

Sadar being greeted by Maharaja of Indore Shri
Yashwant Rao Holkar at Indore Airport.

Bhopal

Nawéb of Bhopal, Hamidullah arriving for a talk with V.P. Menon on the
| | | merger of Bhopal with India.

16 Sardar Patel- The Architect of Unification
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Patiala and East Punjab States (PEPSU)

A - Amritsar

: | ._._II-_“ ::-' ..,:-!.:_: ;|I I.-..‘.r.-_, ‘:1' o I_' o - !O F._ebrl_ja'ty 19 ‘E . .
7 5 '1‘.' r.h .JJ. Aliibilal Lawel A diw -
2YLET -

A v

FEMPLE AMRITSAR IT WAS UNANIMOUSLY
AT IS WHOLEHEARTEDLY BEHIND THE =
ES MAHARAJAS OF NABHA KAPURTHALA -2
2 MA ARAJAL glﬂﬂm \ s X _ .

OF MALERKOTLA IN FORMING A UNION [

G

Sardar Patel at the inauguration of Patiala and East
Punjab States Union (PEPSU) 15 July 1948.
The Union consists of the States of Patiala,
Kapurthala, Nabha, Jind, Faridkot, Malerkotla, Kalsia
and Nalagarh.

The Rulers of Patiala and East Punjab States
with V.P. Menon

Signing of the Patiala and East Punjab States
- ‘ covenant

Sardar Patel addressing a meeting of representatives of

. Eastern Punjab convened by the Ministry of States in
September 1947 to consider problems connected with
evacuation of population from west Punjab. [left to right]
H. R. Sharma Foreign Minister, Patiala; Maharaja of
Patiala; General Russell; Maj-Gen Cariappa, on Sardar’s
left is V.P. Menon, Secretary, Ministry of States |

7|

17 Sardar Patel- The Architect of Unification /ﬁ
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‘ Chhattisgarh

-

- Taking a salute at a police parade at Nagpur in November
1948,Behind the Sardar is Pandit Ravishankar Shukla, Premier
ot EP:

Arriving at Nagpur Aerodrome for merger of
Chhattisgarh States on 15-12-47, R.S. Shukla,
Premier, C.P & Berar on right and Dr. Barlinge
' on left

e Bihar

The merger of Eastern States, ‘electrified the
whole atmosphere... The Indian States could
not long remain citadels of autocracy.”

The bastions gradually began to give way.
-Sardar Patel

Manipur

With Bihar Governor M.S. Aney (extreme
left) And Premier S.K. Sinha -third from

right | | i
g : | | % .+*The Manipur @J State Gazelte

Photograph of Instrument of
Accession of the princely state of ~ e e
Manipur which was published by the | - | v
orders of the Maharaja of Manipur in Rl

PUBLISHED 1Y ORDER OF H. #. THE MAHARAJAK.

1047

A, Tresalive, 4la -= 5 Fus [ cAdearisamants sal Weiacin - w4
d Re . L i
tion of the lenp lowd soversigaty 10 owe

The 71h Awe. 0. Stase spd agals 4o commemseente aod pacily
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. Travancore-Cochin

The Rulers of Travancore and Cochin, the two Premiers and
their colleagues, and the local Congress organizations have given
by this act of union an unmistakable proof of these virtues and the
complete unity of purpose and devotion to duty thus symbolised
by them are a happy augury for the success of this unique enterprise.

-Sardar Patel

Sardar Patel visit to Travancore- Cochin, "
May1950. From Left: Maharaja of Cochin,

V.P. Menon, Manibehn
Patel, V. Shankar and his daughters
flanked by naval officers.

Sardar Patel having a talk with Maharaja of Cochin after
the formation of the Travancore-Cochin Union
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Travancore and Cochin being introduced to Sardar |
. Patel: To the Sardar’s right is the Maharaja of :
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Sardar Patel with Maharaja of Mysdre & Sir Ramaswamy Mudeliar,

At a press conference in New Delhi, Sardar Patel
reviewing constitutional progress of the Indian
states, January 29, 1948

- Dr. Rajendra Prasad
administering the oath of
office to Sardar as Deputy

Prime Minister
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Constitution of India

The process of integration was threefold and known as “Patel Scheme”.

The Constitution of 1950 accordingly d1st1ngulshed between three main types of
states-and territories:

1. A total 216 princely states were merged into the respectlve provinces (British _
provinces) contiguous to them. These merged states were included in the terr1tor1es
of the states in Part A. e '
2. erty-—one princely states were converted and merged into centrally administered
areas and included in Part C of the First Schedule of the Constitution of Indla

3. The sole Part D territory was the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

4. The third form of assimilation was the states included in Part B of the

Constitution of India; these numbered eight in all. |

SARDAR THE BISMARCK OF INDIA

Achievements of the States Ministry

Sardar Patel signing the Constitution of India, 24 January 1950 il g o il
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vaernment of India

~ KASHMIR

The State of Jammu and Kashmir is geographically contiguous to both India and
Pakistan. While Raja Hari Singh was in the process of deciding on the question of
accession, the Kashmir was invaded by armed Pakistani tribal with the assistance

of Pakistan. On desperate appeal made by Maharaja on 24 October 1947 the -
Government of India accepted the accession of his State and sent military aid and
troops to defend the territory. Maharaja set up a Government in the State under

the leadership of Sheikh Abdullah.

V.K. Krishna Menon, India's High Commissioner in London issued India's first _
official response (9 November 1947). He noted that the events in Kashmir were not
raids' but a full fledged invasion that was sponsored and supported by Pakistan.

India’s Ministry of Defence released a report of the operation on 31 October 1947.

..oy now the enemy was already at Baramula, the strategic bottleneck which opens into the
Srinagar valley. Once the invaders were allowed to enter and fanout into the Srinagar valley. Once
the invaders were allowed to enter and fanout into the Srinagar plain the game was up estimated
at about 2000 to 5000 (invaders) at Baramulla with his (Col. Rai's) woefully inadequate force he
had to decide to give immediate battle or wait till reinforcements arrived. If he had taken the
latter course it might have proved too late and invaders might have reached Srinagar. He chose

the former and crashed into the invaders column at Baramula with one company leaving a
second in his rear and a third to guard the air field at the end the invaders fled in utter disorder
~ leaving 500 dead on the field... on 8 November Baramula the key to Srinagar was recaptured and

| the security was underwritten...."

- Published in the Fauji Akhbar

-----
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Indian Troops advance in Baramulla , Uri-Chakothi
~sector , Jammu provinces fighting invaders
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Indian response to SOS from Kashmlr
on the night of 24 October, 1947.
Indian Union Troops landing at
Srinagar aerodrome are being rushed
to:forward' areas, 5.1 '1._.1-9'47; ]

' Sardtar' Patel meeting Hari Singh (Maharaja of Jammu
Kashmir) and Rulers of Other Princely States

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel with
Maharaja Hari Singh, 1948

Sardar Patel in Kashmir in 1949 w1th Sheikh Abdulla
Baksh1 Ghulam Mohammad and others

-
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Patel discussing with Sir Oven Dixon, United
~ Nation’s mediator on Kashmir issue, May
S | s 1950
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JUNAGADH

After Partition, we had a huge problem. Those who partitioned the couhtry had mental

immediately thereafter. Among the Kathiawar States, they went to Junagadh and got its

we were not sleeping.
-Sardar Patel

The Nawab of ]unagadh Muhammad Mahabat Khanp evaded the
pr1nc1p1e of geographical contiguity (Chamber of Princes meeting on ]uly
25, 1947), without asking the advice of his subjects and against the advice
of his fellow princes of Kathiawar, acceded to Pakistan instead of to the
; Indian Dominion with which the State of Junagadh was geographically
contiguous. '

The Government of India opposed the impropriety of this accession, and
demanded a clear verdict by public referendum. The Nawab never having
consulted his peop]e'gl regard to aﬁggssmn could not face the difficulties
reated by the g. phical situation of the State and the will of his own
.. Fearing the t1de of public feeling, Nawab fled to Pakistan. ,
van and the Commissioner of Police, and the
he adlgnmstratmn of Junagadh on

ert cided to reach a decision after
eld from 12 -20 February 1948. The
a_;}ja;iiesmon to the Indian Union, the
). Of th ef:f_@;e, 190,779 were for India and
?@:  of Sardar Patel's untiring

'!'}

£ “Victory to Sardar Patel
g'_i- i'?-"E.ier‘ry celebratlon imidst Sardar Patel’s
‘ d »13 November 1947
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Sardar-Patel=dhe Architect of Unification

reservations, They thought that this Partition was not the last word, and they started the game

Accession to Pakistan.... We woke up in time and those who tried to play the game saw that
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On behalf of ‘Arzi Hukumat, Shamaldas Gandhi
honoured Sardar Patel at a public reception at
Junagadh, 13 November, 1947 '
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‘Photograph shows the verdict of
the people which neted in favour
- of India: Only 91 people voted in
. favour of Pakistan. After this
verdict, Junagadh officially
became a part of India, 1948

“Gone are your days” says the firm-lipped Sardar
Patel while addressing a mass rally at Junagadh
after the success of ‘Arzi Hukumat’ campaign 1947

“Victory to Sardar Patel -
Liberty celebration amidst Sardar’s presence at-

I8E - JSoagddh, RaNévétberivadzitect of Unification
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‘The Nizam Mir Usman Ali Khan Bahadur of Hyderabad signed a standstill
agreement (agreements which existed between the Crown and the Nizam before 15
August , 1947) for one year on 29 November 1947 to buy time for independence
which was expected to create an atmosphere of goodwill. The Nizam violated several
“ordinances and also people were continued to be subjected to the tyranny of the
- organization called Majlis-i-Ittehad-Musalmein with its military volunteer corps of
- Razakars. The Government of India made several attempts to settle the matter

‘amicably but failed, finally a military operation named ‘Operation Polo’ against
Nizam was initiated on 13 September 1948, lasted barely 108 hours, resulting in

accession of the State into the Indian Union. |

r-in-Chief of the Indian Army, General Bucher

writes K.M. Munshi- -
nt throughout. He overestimated the capability of the
a .

, knew not the
- f his own troops; and |

, underestimated that 0 . der. Like
HY'd 'e rab? (Si az:z to deal with the PTOblemS of mtern;al L 0;11 h to be
ablhtéo l'a;me“r; he was unable to realise that no price was to0 iz
most Englis ;

threatened the very
paid for eliminating th h thr

The British Commande

'was hesit

e razakar menace whic
existence of India.

‘Patel was the man who by his decisiveness resolved the great Hyderabad
crisis. Hyderabad, a State covering 80,000 square miles in the heart of
peninsular India, was at that time in the grip of an unscrupulous minorit
which aimed at secession from India. Had the bid succeeded, India might rifot
have survived as a political unit. This situation needed a man of iron who
would not balk at coercive action, and in Sardar, India had, at the vital
moment, just the man’

-W Gordon Garham
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New
6 October
My dear Jawaharlal,

Please see the enclosed extract from a letter which has been
received from England. Reports like this have been coming to

me from various sources. You will recall the Nizam’s desperate
attempts to get arms from Czechoslovakia.

2. I feel it is time we told the British Government unreservedly
that any supply of arms to the Nizam from Britain would be regar-
ded as a most serious affair by us and that they should use their
utmost [efforts] to see that no such supply of arms is made to the
Nizam’s Government without our concurrence.

Yours sincerely,
Vallabhbhai Patel

The Hon’ble Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
Prime Minister
New Delhi

Sardar Patel d1scuss1ng the Hyderabad
=B problem with his advisors [L to R]
ok Major General J.N. Chaudhuri, M.K.

| Vellodi, I.C.S., N.B. Buch, I.C.S. V.

: Shankar, LES~

SR | 30. : 25 - Sardar Patel- The Architect of Un@ﬁc-atidn /f
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Hyderabad Police Action ‘'OPERATION POLO’

Hyderabad Police Action under the banner of ‘Operation Polo”
took place in September 1948 in which the Indian Armed Forces

entered the State of Hyderabad accessioning the state into the
Indian Union.

Indian Army movements during the
operation Polo, 1948
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A Razakar rally. Kasim Razvi is third from left in the front row. Razakars, a private
militia organized by Kasim Razvi to support the rule of Nizam Mir Osman Ali Khan

Indian Army Tanks
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Arms and Ammunitions
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Syed Kasim Razvi - Razakars chief of
Hyderabad State

‘Major General Syed

- Ahmed El Edroos,
Commander-in-Chief
of the Hyderabad
State Forces (R)
shaking hands with
Lt. General Maharaj
Kumar Shri
Rajendrasinhji
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Operation Polo, Hyder.abad Police
i Action

Razakars, a private militia organized by
Kasim Razvi to support the rule of
Nizam Mir Usman Ali Khan

Major General Joyanto Nath Chaudhuri talking

with Major General Syed Ahmed El Edroos,

Commander-in-Chief of the Hyderabad State Sl =
Forces |
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18 September 1947

Indian Army Soldiers = & =

HYDERABAD FORCES SURRENDER TODAY
THE NIZAM TAKES OVER ADMINISTRATION: Entry Inte | COUNT BERNADOTTE
LAIK ALl CABINET RESIGNS Huderabad ASSASSINATED

Anxiety To Open “New Chapter Of PRINCE OF BERAR 'ﬂu:m_rr In Jerusalem: Hand
Friendliness With India”™ TO GREAT T BoOrs Of Stern _(-anz Suspected
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Nawab Deen Yar Jung Bahadur - |
- Hyderabad Police Commissioner
~during Operation Polo
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- Major General Syed,Ahmed El Edroos (at
right) offers his surrender of the Hyderabad
State Forces to Major General (later General

and Army Chief) Joyanto Nath Chaudhuri at
Secunderabad

A group photograph of K. M. Munshi and
Swami Ramand Tirth with Indian Union

officers immediately after their arrival in
Secunderabad on September 21, 1948.

Sardar Patel with Major General J.N.
Chaudhury, Nizam of Hyderabad and V.
Shankar

Sardar Patel with Nizam of Hyderabad
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POLICE ACTION

 EnxoaGED IN ACTUAL OPERATION:

] Gwalior Lancers (Gwalior)
~ Mysore Lancers (Mysore)
b Mewar Infantry (Mewar)
| 1. 4 Gwalior Infantry (Gwalior)
[ Rajaram Rifles (Kolhapur)
1 Mysore Infantry (Mysore)
- InpIRECTLY ENGAGED
- 1 Baroda Infantry (Baroda)
-1 Travancore Infantry (Travancore)
- 2 Jodhpur Infantry (Jodhpur)

‘hope this information is what you require.

R. K. Birendra Singh Lt.-Col.
for Major-General
MA-in-C, 1sF

At a Tea party during a visit to Hyderabad in
February 1949. The Sardar is seen with Maj.

Gen. Chaudhuri, Mlhtary Governor, Mrs. -
Chaudhary, Mr. V. P. Menon and the Prmce of Berar

— -

“Acnou" AGAINST HYDERABM
. IMMINENT

el -

PATEL'S ANNOUNCEMENT
IN PARLIAMENT

National Call,
31 August 1948 | |

‘now a part of Ind1a -in fact the heart of Ind1a Indra has become two. Those who were resp0n31b1e for
startmg the agitation for the two-nation theory have got what they wanted. But there are still some in the
country who cherish the same ideals. To them I will say that their righttul place is in the other country. It is
better for such people to go to Pakistan, for their God is there...
that they can get any assistance from outside, or that others outside can interfere in the affairs of Hyderabad
they are insane. The affairs of Hyderabad are an internal problem for the people themselves to decide.’
Patel told the people of Hyderabad wh11e addressmg the public at Fateh Maidan, 1949
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WERNMENT OF INTHA

HANDS OFF HYDERABAD:-
PATEL WARNS CHURCHILL

HIBS.FﬂINOUS ATTACK 'VILL COST
AIN INDIA'S GOUDWILL

AREW e b
VallabASbha Py Dopty Priane N s handis 4
o My € harehill sacl s € ssvned v e
bt L g bl sl hewmaget dn bl M
4w - fF "y dwe ghhaid

— o

J

PI.B 30 Iune 1948

?M'r. FCLLY ALIVE TO
Jhl)l RABAD SITUATION

b

- v

?\m EXPLAINS INDIAS
‘”“\‘n} l" 1 I' !
A -
4:'.1? Fatel Attends
Pre Wy o

Hindustan Times,
| _26"]une 19438
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. I warn such people that if they ever dreamt
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Last Journey

Sardar Patel passed away on 15 December (Fr1day) at 9 37 am at B1r1a House Bombay A t1da1 of
gr1ef— strlcken  humanity swept through West and Central Bombay, as the funeral process1on was
on 1ts way to reach the crematron ground ‘The historic funeral process1on reached at 7 20

e Sonapur Crematorlum

Sardar Patel in Eternal Sleep o,

The mammoth funeral procession in Bombay at which hundreds

of thousands of mourners b1d their Sardar tearful farewell .

‘Funeral Procession: Aeriel view
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'Deeply gr1eved at sudden pass1ng away of pujya Sardar Saheb who has been our beacon llght all

'thesé years GuJarat and Saurashtra W1ll feel the loss 1rreparably o
S : - U N. Dhebar &hls colleagues In Saurashtra Mrnrstry, 1 5. 15 1950

-

=Lid Sardar's traglc demlse robs Ind1a of a great stablllzlng and consohdatlng factor h1s achrevements
= L_‘arepartofhlstory Lo ' | S

Slr Cob Ramaswaml A1y~ar-_l.ﬁ ,

0y %
kS

Ind1a has lost a great leader and the Unlted Natlons a powerful fr1end who always stood for its
2 1deal and purposes ' ' | : ; '

o , Trygwe L1e, i
- Secretary-General UNO 15 12. 1950_ |
- _-Whole country mourns Wrth you A&t :
o Narendra Deo 15, 12 1950 i 5

e Natlonal loss of 1ncalculable magnltude _ : |

s MS Golwalkar 1512 1950 _ |

sy Ih h1s demlse Kashmrr has lost and 1ndorn1ta Hle frlend s o
' ' Bakshr gulam Mohammed 15. 12. 1950

+ . May]I on behal fof myself and all ranks of the Ind1an force send you our deep felt sympath1es in

_your 1rreparab e loss! Your father S act1ve interest in our welbe1ngs as a service was always a
matter of great pride and inspiration. To us and his passmg away at this untrmely hour therefore

leaves VOld wh1ch few shall feel.
C -G Indran Air Force 15 12 1950

Greatest loss to Ind1a since Bapu s death
' | - Jay Prakash, Prabhavatr 15.12. 1950

- President Dr. Rajendra Prasad receiving Sardar’s ashes at Prayag, G.B. Pantonright =~ ° |
e 395 - O - Sardar Patel- The ‘Architect-of Unificdtion

M 15 12 1950" '
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